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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PFOR, TU, PLO 

SUBJECT: UPDATE ON STATUS OF PLO OFFICE 

REF: ANKARA 0952 

1 . IN A CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF AUGUST 16, SOLMAZ UNAYDIN, 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OFFICER WHO HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN 
QUESTION OF ESTABLISHMENT OF A PLO OFFICE IN ANKARA, SAID SHE 
EXPECTED THE OFFICE TO BE OPENED "IN THE NEAR FUTURE". ADMITTING 
THAT SHE HAD MADE A SIMILAR PREDICTION SIX MONTHS AGO (REFTEL) 
UNAYDIN SAID THE DELAY HAD RESULTED FROM SEVERAL UNRELATED 
FACTORS: THE LEBANON CRISIS, TURKISH ELECTIONS, AND SICKNESS 

OF THE DESIGNATED PLO ANKARA REPRESENTATIVE. AS FAR AS THE GOT 
IS CONCERNED, SHE SAID, THERE ARE NO REASONS FOR FURTHER DELAY. 
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2. WITH RESPECT TO THE STATUS OF THE PLO REPRESENTATIVE, UNAYDIN 
SAID THAT QUESTION AND SEVERAL OTHER RELATED QUESTIONS STILL HAVE 
NOT BEEN COMPLETELY RESOLVED; HOWEVER, SHE EXPECTS THAT PLO 
REPRESENTATIVE WILL BE PLACED ON THE DIPLOMATIC LIST AFTER 
RESIDENT CHARGE D' AFFAIRS. INITIALLY, ONLY ONE DIPLOMATICALLY 
ACCREDITED OFFICER IS EXPECTED TO COME TO ANKARA ALTHOUGH THAT, 
TOO, APPARENTLY IS STILL SUBJECT TO NEGOTIATION. 
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